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 Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
 I am currently studying in the English Department of Stendhal university (Grenoble) and I 

strongly desire to spend one year abroad in an English-speaking country. I was accepted by my 

university to apply to the ORA exchange program. In this letter, you will find the program of study I 

request as well as my academic goals. Then, I will develop the reasons regarding my participation in 

the exchange program and what motivates me in the choice of the three institutions I apply for.  

  The equivalent in Canada of my department would be the Department of English in any given 

university. However, the program of study I presently follow includes five main fields of study: 

Linguistics, Translation, Culture (i.e. Literature and History), Knowledge of the language and 

Specializations. Therefore, the courses I will follow in Canada will have to revolve around these fields in 

order to be converted.  

 This year in Canada will definitely develop and increase my knowledge of the language both in 

the oral as well as in the writing practice of English. I need not say that the primary function of a 

language is to be used and spoken for purposes of communication, therefore, a year abroad would be 

a wonderful occasion to be in contact with an Anglophone population. I am convinced that the 

complete acquisition of a language can only be done through the linguistic, social and cultural 

environment implied by this language. Then, it would be a way for me to apply concretely what I have 

been taught during those first two years of university. Moreover, studying in a Canadian university 

would be a brand new source of knowledge, from a completely different point of view, for studying 

English in a French university has its limits.    

 I chose the ORA exchange program for several reasons. First, I think that it would be hardly 

possible to set out on a year abroad without an organized and skilled institution helping the students 

who wish to experience “otherness”. For practical reasons, it is financially a lot more interesting to go 

with an exchange program knowing that tuition fees are paid for. Then, Canada is a very attractive 

country in my opinion. During my studies, we have rarely talked about it and our centers of interests 

have always focused either on the United States or on Great Britain. It has always remained in the 

shadow even if it holds an important place in the Anglophone world. Therefore, curiosity, my passion 

for North American literature along with opinions of friends who have been there have led me to 

choose Canada. Finally, I know how important and safe it is to have a frame for a year abroad since I 

have already spent one year in the United States while I was a Junior in High School. My experience 

there was inspiring and resourceful; it is undoubtedly due to the well-organized, efficient, helpful 

organization I left with.  
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 Regarding my choice of universities in Ontario, I first selected the University of Ottawa. 

Academically, the department of English seems to be very rich in all kinds of courses that mainly 

interest me: American Fiction, World Literature and Linguistics. It appears to be the university that 

would fit the most with the program of study I am attending in France. Moreover, Ottawa looks as an 

important and diversified city, full of cultural and social events, activities I love doing. Another 

particularity which strikes me as unique is the interaction between French and English existing in the 

city and I am rather curious as far as experiencing it.  

 Then, I picked York University not only for its location (in the most important city in Canada) 

but also for the high standards of education offered by the university. Living in a large urban area is 

attractive and its cosmopolitan and international life seems to be its main characteristic. York University 

also offers courses in Post-Colonial Literature which has been my specialization for one and a half year: 

therefore I wish to go further in the study of this kind of literature. Another motivation concerning York 

University is the large choice of translation courses given at Glendon College, classes that are necessary 

in my program of study in France.  

 Finally, I chose the University of Waterloo even if the department of English is smaller than the 

ones in the two other universities. Waterloo seems to be very open to international opportunities and 

the courses I looked at also fits to the ones I follow in France. Moreover, it appears that the cultural life 

of the city is quite rich, which is something I am dear to.  

 

 I thank you for taking my requests into account and remain available in case of further 

investigation.  

 

 Sincerely yours,  
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